
 

 

 

Dear Members: 
 

Allow me a moment to introduce myself to you as the latest president of IDEA. My 

name is Mark Myers and, as is the case with many developmental educators, my training 

and expertise lay elsewhere when I graduated with my masterôs degree in the spring of 

2006. I was a student of literature and philosophy and imagined that I would eventually 

find a job which would require me to wear a tweed coat and smoke a long-stemmed pipe 

while I lectured sonorously to a room of devoted and rapturous students. My vision was 

askew for several reasons, not least because I never took up the pipe. 
 

When I joined the faculty at Iowa Western Community College in 2007, I discovered 

that teaching basic writing often required me to tweak the methods by which I was 

taught during my longðperhaps too longðcareer as a student. I also discovered that 

each developmental instructor is a trove of strategies and insights whose relevance 

stretches across our various fields. I thus found that networking among the math, read-

ing, and writing instructors at my campus improved my teaching just as much as dusting 

off old lectures on gerunds, squinting modifiers, pleonasms, and other arcana of English 

grammar. 
 

And that desire to give and getðmostly getðadvice from other instructors has been the 

chief reward of my membership with IDEA, which I joined only a few months after be-

coming a developmental writing instructor. My attendance at the last three IDEA confer-

ences has shown me that many of you were similarly disarmed upon first standing be-

fore a developmental classroom, and that each of you enjoy the challenges and the re-

wards of finding new ways to deliver material which you have been familiar with for 

eons. 
 

Our most recent annual conference took us to the Baymont Inn and Suites in Des 

Moines. We heard from two keynote speakers: Deadra Stanton, whose metaphors of 

road blocks, construction signs, and detours aptly illustrate the difficulties we often face, 

and whose message of persistence, compassion, and perspective reminds us that teaching 

is a form of humanism; and Karen Patty-Graham, the current President of NADE, who 

stressed the growingðand already significantðrole of developmental education across 

the country.  

We also enjoyed a presentation by Tom Schenk, our liaison at the Iowa Depart-

ment of Education, whose invitation to assist his efforts to track enrollment and 

success rates in developmental curricula has opened a new and exciting direction 

for IDEAôs energies.  (continued on page 2) 
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Conference Highlights 

 

Deadra Stantonôs Keynote Address 
 

By Colleen Peltz 
 

Deadra Stanton, keynote presenter on Thursday, October 8 at the 2009 IDEA 

conference, has been a teacher of English, speech, and theater for over 31 years.  

As she entertained us with her witty style, Deadra demonstrated why she earned 

her way through college on speech scholarships!  Deadra reminded us that in order 

to grow professionally, we need to learn to survive personally.  As the pace of life 

quickens every day, we need to set priorities and chase only the ñfat rabbitsò, or issues that are worth our time 

and effort.  Sometimes we get bogged down at home or at school chasing ñskinny rabbitsò which are NOT 

worth our time and effort.  She reminded us that we need to keep our own well filled so we can give to others. 
 

Her second illustration was summarized in the phrase, ñFines double in road construction.ò  While this is a 

true statement, Deadraôs personal experience with this statement led her to believe that it is important to make 

a difference in anotherôs life.  ñNothing is of value unless you give it your time,ò is a quote Deadraôs father 

used to say.  How true this is as we all try to balance home, parenting, and professional responsibilities. 
 

Deadraôs real life examples from her classroom and family engaged us and encouraged us to make sure that 

our choices in life are good ones.  

Thank you, Deadra, for a reminder of what is truly important in life. 

 

Presidentôs Letter continued from page 1: 
 

Our conference witnessed other milestones as well. We honored our two latest emeritaeðLaura Browne and 

Pat Klineðand we also officially presented Matt Hauge with the first IDEA Student Scholarship. In addition, 

Steve Goerdt presented the work which garnered him and the University of Dubuque IDEAôs first mini-grant. 

Lastly, Mr. Goerdt joined Marcia Lathrop, our president-elect, as the newest members on the IDEA board. All 

in all, the conference was a fitting consummation to a year of impressive accomplishments by the IDEA 

membership. 
 

The upcoming year promises to build upon these achievements, as we look to award another scholarship and 

another mini-grant and to continue our collaboration with the Department of Education. Indeed, I feel 

privileged to be at the helm of IDEA at a time when I can inherit the glory of so much sterling effort on the 

part of our board and our membership generally. 

By way of parting, let me raise a call to all of our membership to encourage any deserving scholars to apply 

for the IDEA Student Scholarship (deadline: April 1, 2010) and yourselves to apply for the mini-grant 

(deadline: March 1, 2010). And since next yearôs conference will be upon us soon enough, I invite all of you 

to begin meditating upon presentations which you would like to submit when our call for proposals goes out in 

May.  And, as a final note, please mark your calendar for this yearôs conference, which will be held on 

October 4-6, 2010, at the Holiday Inn on Merle Hay Road in Des Moines. 

As you all embark on new semesters, I wish you both professional success and personal satisfaction. Have a 

good spring semester! 
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Student Readiness Inventory  

By Lynn Dodge 

How can we accurately predict student success in college?  Deb FitzGerald from ACT shared information 

about ACTôs ñStudent Readiness Inventory (SRI).ò  After research and field trials, the SRI increases the 

ability to detect risk of drop out or academic difficulty by as much as 50%, allowing educators to be pro-

active.  The SRI provides two individual reports (student and advisor) and a roster report.  One of the most 

beneficial and unique aspects is the interactive SRI student website set up for students to receive 

recommendations to improve their chances of academic success.  Besides working alone, students could also 

work with advisors or counselors at the website.  The website appeared to be a great visual tool to empower 

students with their learning. 

ñEverything I Learned about Teaching Came From My Dogsò 

By Doreen Lechner 

This presentation by Margie Ranch and friends shared Margieôs belief in the ñjoy of learningò in class and 

demonstrated with her canine friends the ñjoyousness of learningò.  

 

Margie (with her black Standard Poodles)and friends Donna Yeast (with her white Standard Poodles) and 

Chris Eblen (with her Brittany Spaniels) introduced us to their canine friends.  They then showed basic 

commands that the canines had been trained to do in their instruction, such as walk, stay, and hit the mark.  At 

different times, Margie, Donna, and Chris commanded the dogs to go over jumps; the trainers rewarded each 

dog at the successful completion of its command. As three dogs waited their turn to perform, they gracefully 

rested on the floor, paws crossed, waiting for the next opportunity to display their skills.    

 

Margie explained how she brought her dogs into the classroom and had students observe the exercises she 

would put the canines through.  The students observed that even though the dogs were certified at certain 

levels and should be able to do each of the exercises correctly , they also made mistakes.  They could tell the 

canines felt bad about what they didnôt do correctly, and then when they executed the exercise correctly, they 

would get rewarded.  The students applied that knowledge to their own learning and frustrations they had 

when they didnôt get things right. Or they could associate with the dogsô difficulties when learning something 

new. The canines may have felt nervous, as well, especially with an audience.    

 

Margie found that after students viewed the dogs, they began to seize opportunities for learning and rewarding 

themselves. They also used Post-it notes for learning and visited the academic support center for help more 

often. The multi-sensory nature of the demonstration helped developmental students to piece concepts of the 

chapter together. Donna also brings her dogs into her classroom and has her students practice reading aloud to 

them.  The students found the dogs to be very non-judgmental and attentive listeners. 

 

Margie stated the requirements to be a trainer or handler at their level were to go to workshops, take classes 

with their dogs, and remain humble. It sounds like our professional lives; we can see the parallels to the 

classroom and our profession. If you missed the session and get another opportunity to participate as Margie 

demonstrates with her dogs, take it; you wonôt be disappointed. 
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2009 IDEA Conference Roundtable Follow-up 

Free Educational Websites Suggested by Conference Attendees 

By Jane Marlowe 
 

http://www.readwritethink.org/index.asp  Read Write Think --Website created by the International Reading 

 Association and National Council of Teachers of English. Resources and lesson plans in reading and 

 language arts. 

http://quizlet.com/  Quizlet--Browse and use millions of flashcards created by other students and teachers, or 

 create your own. 

http://www.school.discoveryeducation.com/schrockguide Kathy Schrock--web site is geared more for K-12 

http://www.studyplans.com/mathemat.htm Study Plans-Mathematics-a good listing of math web sites 

http://www.maplesoft.com/applications/view.aspx Maple Soft--a good web site that deals with post-

secondary  (community college & the first two years of college/university math classes/instruction) 

www.hippocampus.org Written, audio and video tutorials in ten subjects 

www.cliffsnotes.com  Literature guides, foreign languages and science 

www.intmath.com Math concepts and topics can be located through siteôs search engine 

www.sosmath.com Sample problems and practice quizzes in Math 

www.owl.english.purdue.edu 200 free grammar and writing lessons 

www.grammar.ccc.commnet.edu/grammar/index.htm  free online grammar quizzes 

www.physicsclassroom.com video and audio physics tutorials 

http://incompetech.com/graphpaper/ download graph paper to print 

http://www.free.ed.gov  lesson plans and other helps 

http://www.acronymfinder.com  definitions of acronyms 

http://www.netlingo.com definitions of text messages and other computer spelling shortcuts 

http://freerice.com  Vocabulary quizzes for a good cause (Also has geography section) 

http://www.wordinfo.info  Greek and Latin root word definitions 

http://virtualsalt.com/roots.htm Greek and Latin root word definitions 

http://www.plagiarism.org/ How to avoid plagiarism 

http://www.howtostudy.org/ College study skills 

http://dictionary.cambridge.org/ Comprehensive dictionary ï excellent for ESL 

http://www.quickanddirtytips.com/default.aspx Grammar Girl grammar tips 

http://www.library.uni.edu/library-instruction/research-tips/grammar-punctuation-guides grammar assistance 

 from the University of Northern Iowa 

http://rubistar.4teachers.org/ create a rubric or use one featured at this site 

http://www.rubrics4teachers.com/ more rubric information 

http://www.jingproject.com/ video capture 

http://www.greenglobs.net/index.html download Math games and graphing 

http://hotmath.com/hotmath_help/games/kp/kp_hotmath_sound.swf linear equation game 

http://readplease.com/  Read Please--Free text to speech software.  Students can download on personal 

 computer.   

http://www.actualme.com/ Free personality test 

http://www.chaminade.org/INSPIRE/learnstl.htm Learning styles quiz 

http://jeffpresents.com/links.aspx Jeff Bordenôs website (past conference presenter)  Great links 

This list also available on the IDEA website: http://www.dmacc.org/instructors/smwickham/idea 

http://www.readwritethink.org/index.asp
http://quizlet.com/
http://www.school.discoveryeducation.com/schrockguide
http://www.studyplans.com/mathemat.htm
http://www.maplesoft.com/applications/view.aspx
http://www.hippocampus.org
http://www.cliffsnotes.com
http://www.intmath.com
http://www.sosmath.com
http://www.owl.english.purdue.edu
http://www.grammar.ccc.commnet.edu/grammar/index.htm
http://www.physicsclassroom.com
http://incompetech.com/graphpaper/
http://www.free.ed.gov
http://www.acronymfinder.com
http://www.netlingo.com
http://freerice.com
http://www.wordinfo.info
http://virtualsalt.com/roots.htm
http://www.plagiarism.org/
http://www.howtostudy.org/
http://dictionary.cambridge.org/
http://www.quickanddirtytips.com/default.aspx
http://www.library.uni.edu/library-instruction/research-tips/grammar-punctuation-guides
http://rubistar.4teachers.org/
http://www.rubrics4teachers.com/
http://www.jingproject.com/
http://www.greenglobs.net/index.html
http://hotmath.com/hotmath_help/games/kp/kp_hotmath_sound.swf
http://readplease.com/
http://www.actualme.com/
http://www.chaminade.org/INSPIRE/learnstl.htm
http://jeffpresents.com/links.aspx
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Getting the Big Picture on DE 

By Sue Wickham 
 

IDEA conference attendees had the opportunity to broaden their perspective on developmental education 

beyond the confines of our campuses thanks to Karen Patty-Graham, NADE President and long-time IDEA 

friend. In her presentation entitled ñLearning in Progress: Whatôs on the Road Ahead for Developmental 

Education and NADE?ò  Karen provided an overview of demographic, political, academic, and technological 

trends affecting our profession and invited us to meet the challenges that they pose. 

In the past decade both 4-year and 2-year college enrollments have increased, with full-time enrollments 

spiking 21% at 2-year schools. Of these students 40% over all and 60% at community colleges need 

developmental courses. With the increasing diversity of our college population, these percentages are likely to 

increase. And as weôve seen in Iowa this year, increases in enrollment have been met with cuts in state 

funding due to the recession. 
 

Based on ACT scores, academic preparedness of college-bound students has not improved even though more 

students are completing a college preparatory curriculum in high school. The completion rate for U.S. college 

students, which ranked first in the world in 1995, has dropped to 14th. Just over half of community college 

freshmen return for their sophomore year, yet more than half of all new jobs in this country require training 

beyond high school. 
 

Several initiatives related to college readiness have been undertaken in both the public and private sectors. For 

instance, the American Diploma Project was begun in 2005 to align high school curricula with college 

standards. The American Graduation Initiative aims to increase the number of students earning degrees, 

diplomas, and certificates by 5 million by the year 2020. Achieving the Dream, funded in part by the Gates 

Foundation, focuses on community colleges to identify and disseminate effective developmental education 

programs. 
 

Technology in the classroom continues to evolve, making it imperative that educators stay abreast of the 

changes. Karen noted the increase in video instruction, online courses (apparently, hybrid courses can be more 

beneficial than either face-to-face or strictly web-based formats), and options like clickers, Wikis, and e-texts. 

Our national organization has responded to these trends in a variety of ways. Representatives of the Achieving 

the Dream initiative will be participating in the 2010 NADE Conference in Columbus. NADE continues to 

refine the certification process via the NADE Guides for Program Self-Assessment and to build partnerships 

with related organizations including CRLA, AMATYC, and NACADA. And the annual conference in 2011 

(February 23-26) will be held in Washington, D.C., so that members can reach out to their Congressional 

representatives. (Karen mentioned that Jill Biden, who has a strong link to developmental education through 

her community college work in developmental writing and ESL, should be in our corner.) 
 

Finally, Karen described NADE efforts at the chapter and program level to support progress. Scholarships are 

available for adjuncts to attend the national conference and for members to attend TIDE (Technology Institute 

for Developmental Educators). She invited members to volunteer for state and national committees and to run 

for office at both levels. She encouraged us to continue to implement strategies with a proven track record of 

success: mentoring, hybrid courses, learning communities, supplemental instruction, community 

collaboration, orientation and study skills courses. And she challenged us to engage in a three-step 

ñappreciative inquiryò process: ñDiscovering:  What do we do best?  Understanding:  What makes these 

examples of excellence possible? Envisioning: How can we do more of what works?ò 
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Emeritus member Pat Kline 

Emeritus member Dr. Laura Browne 

2008 IDEA President Chris Brandt and Dr. 

Browne  

Go to http://www.dmacc.org/instructors/smwickham/

idea.htm#fall09conference to view more conference photos 


